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% PILOT

Pilot Permanent Marker
[SCA-100]

A permanent marker with a fine bullet tip form Pilot. This permanent
marker has water-resistant ink & can be used on plastic and wood.

PILOT PEN STORES

Dharmapath, new road
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BLOOD-DRIPPING VALLEY OF KASHMIR

ALISUKHANVER

Pakistan's concerns over Kashmir are very genuine and legitimate as
the situation there is getting horrible day by day. The helpless
Kashmiris are hopelessly waiting for someone who could save them
from the tyranny and brutality of the Indian security forces. A very
true picture of the present day Indian-Held Kashmir was portrayed by
the Aljazeera in a report a few days back, “In more than 50 interviews,
residents in a dozen villages in Kashmir told The Associated Press
that the military had raided their homes since India's government im-
posed a security crackdown in the region on August 5. They said the
soldiers inflicted beatings and electric shocks, forced them to eat dirt
or drink filthy water, poisoned their food supplies or killed livestock,
and threatened to take away and marry their female relatives. Thou-
sands of young men have been arrested." But on the other hand Mr.
Modi is still harping on the same string that the cancellation of Article
370 and 35A would bring a new flood of peace and prosperity in the
Indian Held Kashmir. It is difficult to understand what type of peace
and prosperity this region is going to be blessed with in such a hor-
rible situation where even the honour of Kashmiri women is not safe.
If this is Modi's desired shape of peace and prosperity, the Kashmiris
would prefer to live in the hell of anarchy and distressful poverty
instead of Modi's paradise of peace and prosperity.

Agonizingly painful fact is that whosoever tries to raise voice in
favour of the wretched Kashmiris, the Modi government starts a very
well organized type of hostile propaganda move against it. Pakistan is
also one of such victims to this propaganda move; it has to face a lot
of hindrances and hurdles, sometimes in shape of blames and allega-
tions and sometimes in form of conspiracies; the objective is simply
to malign Pakistan's support to the Kashmiris. But positive is the fact
that in spite of this childish and notorious behaviour of the Indian
government, Pakistan has neither changed its policy nor its philoso-
phy regarding its efforts for the world peace specifically for peace in
the Indian-Held Kashmir. It is also a notable fact that Pakistan has
never supported, favoured or encouraged any type militancy based
action against the cruelties of the Indian security force in the Indian
Held Kashmir. A few days before going to USGA, the Prime Minister
of Pakistan had said talking to media that anyone wanting to go and
fight in occupied Kashmir would do a great injustice to the Kashmiris
by undermining their legitimate cause. He had further said, “Such an
act would be an act of animosity towards the Kashmiris." This state-
ment of Mr. Khan was warmly appreciated and admired even by the
US authorities. Acting Assistant Secretary for South and Central Asia
Alice G. Wells said commenting upon Mr. Khan's statement, “Pakistan's
sustained commitment to counter all terrorist groups is critical to re-
gional stability." Whatever Imran Khan said in his statement is a very
clear message to the world that Pakistan wants a peaceful solution to
the Kashmir issue without any bloodshed without any massacre.
Unfortunately the Modi sarkar is taking Pakistan's desire for peace as
a weakness of Pakistan. Just to make things clear for the Modi sarkar,
Imran Khan, in his speech at UNGA, had to warn the world that India's
actions in Kashmir could cause a “bloodbath" in the region and pro-
voke war between the two nuclear-armed countries. At the UNGA
meeting, Mr. Modi also did his best to misguide the world regarding

KASHMIR

the ever worst situation of human rights violations in Kashmir by
presenting a very calm and peaceful picture of the valley but all his
efforts surely received a very serious setback when the honourable
participants of the General Assembly came to know of a petition filed
in the Houston Court by a victim Kashmir-American family for grave
human rights violations in Kashmir. The Court had summoned Mr.
Modi, Amit Shah and the commander of the Indian army in Kashmir.
It seems that Mr. Modi could not remember that Court ‘invitation' in
his heat and haste. Hopefully he would again receive an ‘invitation'
for the same purpose.

For the last many weeks, no internet, no mobile phones, no media, no
communication; situation in Kashmir is getting worse and worse.
incidents of rape are on a rise; Indian security forces are brutally
butchering the protesters; use of pallet guns on Kashmiri youth has
become a routine practice; people are not allowed even to go to the
mosques. In short, on one hand the Modi government is claiming
that Kashmir is ‘Atoot Ang' of India but at the same time the people
of Kashmir are being treated as if they belong to some hostile land; as
if they are aliens. The atrocities and cruelties inflicted upon the people
of Kashmir by the Indian security forces are a proof that inwardly
Modi sarkar has accepted the reality that Kashmiris, in no way, want
to be a part of India. The hostility of the Indian government against
the Kashmiri people shows that India wants Kashmir without the
people of Kashmir. To the Modi government important and valuable
is the land of Kashmir, not the people of Kashmir.
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Smash And Grab

By Sunanda Datta Ray

Small knots of half-hearted demonstrators along the way spoke of
hasty efforts to organize protests, but what struck the Chogyal was
that Khorana quickly donned his hat whenever they approached
habitation. “You seem to be afraid of bombs or something" he
remarked, only half in jest, “chat hat isn't armour-plated by any chance,
is it;" The police commissioner smiled weakly without saying
anything. But something hurtled through the air to explode on the
windscreen with an ear-splitting bang just as the car slid over the
Singtam bridge. Amidst the noise and the confusion, the driver
stepped on the accelerator and kept up speed until people and houses
had been left far behind. They stopped then to inspect the damage
and found that the glass had cracked, and its metal frame melted and
twisted under the impact. Khorana claimed to be at a loss, but warned
that a broken-down tractor blocked the road at Rongpu. They made
a wide detour to Kalimpong, and again took a longer route through
Lava because the police commissioner feared hostile demonstrators
at Teesta, well within West Bengal.

These irritations were nothing compared to the storm that broke out
while the Chogyal was in Kathmandu. An hour-long audience with
King Birendra, private conversations with Senator Charles Percy and
Lord Mountbatten, and accidental encounters at social functions
with China's vice-premier, Chen Hsi-lien, gave rise to wild charges of
conspiracy. They seemed to be confirmed when the Chogyal told a
press conference that he “would not leave any stone unturned"

to preserve his country's identity. Convinced that the Chogyal had
left Gangtok clandestinely, the Indian press at once screamed that
with the USA, Britain, China, and Nepal behind him, he was going to
appeal to the UN; the sinister aim, they said, was to convert Sikkim
into a beachhead of Western imperialism. Reporters covering the
press conference speculated that the Chogyal might not return to
Gangtok. Some of his Sikkimese friends also felt that it might be
tactically advisable to stay on in Nepal, ostensibly on pilgrimage
visiting Buddhist shrines: it would obliquely proclaim his objection
to New Delhi's manoeuvres, and also make it impossible for Lal and
Kazi to run a headless government. But prevarication was not in his
nature. “My country is Sikkim," he told questioners “I certainly want
to live and die there."

That should have set at rest doubts about his seeking redress beyond
India. But briefed by the external affairs ministry, hysterical Indian
newspapers were not to be mollified. It was paradoxical

though that the point most vehemently made was that any
international approach would violate the treaty which gave India
exclusive control of the kingdom's foreign relations. It did not seem
to occur to anyone that Mrs. Gandhi had gleefully driven coach and
horses through that agreement.

In Gangtok, Kazi displayed ferocious anger. Accusing the Chogyal
of slipping away without the government's knowledge or permission,
he regaled visitors with blood-curdling descriptions of the
punishment he would inflict, and presided over vengeful meetings;
Chavan received two letters above Kazi's signature demanding the
throne's abolition. Poudyal and Santosh Kumar Rai, speaking for the
Youth Congress, also wanted the monarchy liquidated. While Gangtok
bubbled, officials in New Delhi wrung their hands to explain that
they might no longer be able to protect the Chogyal from his people's
fury. A dramatic finale was expected as he flew back to Calcutta on 1
March to rest in Wood Street for a while and repeat everything that
he had said in Kathmandu, again calling for a. referendum in Sikkim.
He had planned to return on 3 March but was obliged to stay on an
extra day for an appointment with his doctor. The delay upset
arrangements for the outburst of populist rage that was to have
greeted him, and Rangpo seemed deserted when the Chogyal arrived
on 4 March, escorted by a pilot car, four jeeps laden with West Bengal
policemen, and .12 Sikkim Guards soldiers under Yongda and Chhetri.
They had met the flight at Bagdogra but Khorana had pleaded illness
for not being at the airport, as custom decreed he should have been.
Nor had he sent any Sikkim police or CRP to receive the ruler at the
border. Instead, the Rangpo check post had been vacated so that a
police presence did not inhibit demonstrators. But the men who had
collected on 3 March had tired of waiting and drifted away.
However, a truck and a jeep still blocked the bridge across the Raagpo
river between the two countries. Logs and boulders had been piled
across the road at the Sikkim end. Since the West Bengal police
would not cross into the kingdom, Yongda and Chhetri climbed out
to clear the way. They were busily at work when Poudyal and Subeidi,
leading a mob of about 40 young Nepalese, all brandishing lathis and
kukris, suddenly materialized and began stoning the guardsmen.
Poudyal's arm was slashed in the free-for-all that inevitably followed,
the incident provoking Chavan to address the Indian Parliament in
sombre tones:

The government of Sikkim and the government of India have been
particularly shocked in recent weeks to know of efforts to intimidate,
terrorize, threaten and even physically harm political leaders and
common people in Sikkim in a bid to disrupt law and order, obstruct
the functioning of the government and subvert the democratic
process. There have been assassination attempts on the chief minister
by the use of explosives, there was the stabbing of an unarmed
member of the Sikkim assembly by a member of the Chogyal's
entourage in the Chogyal's presence and some other distressing
information has come to light only a few days ago of elaborate plans
to use violence against elected representatives. contd...
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